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Jewelry appraisals are essential for determining the value of pieces for various purposes, including 

insurance coverage, resale, estate planning, and personal knowledge.  A professional jewelry 

appraisal is conducted by certified appraisers, who assess a piece based on factors such as material 

quality (metals and gemstones), craftsmanship, condition, and current market trends. The item's 

provenance can also influence its value, especially for antique or historically significant pieces. The 

intended purpose of the appraisal—be it for resale, insurance, or other reasons—directly impacts the 

valuation approach. 

Central to maintaining the integrity of the appraisal process is the Uniform Standards of Professional 

Appraisal Practice (USPAP). Established by The Appraisal Foundation and adopted by Congress in 

1989, USPAP serves as the generally recognized ethical and performance standards for the appraisal 

profession in the United States. Its primary purpose is to promote and maintain a high level of public 

trust in appraisal practice by establishing clear requirements and guidelines for appraisers. USPAP 

emphasizes that appraisers must develop and communicate their analyses, opinions, and conclusions 

to intended users in a manner that is both meaningful and not misleading. This ensures that appraisal 

reports are transparent, consistent, and credible, fostering trust among the public.  

In addition to USPAP compliance, appraisers typically hold certifications from reputable 

organizations such as the American Society of Appraisers (ASA), the National Association of Jewelry 

Appraisers (NAJA), or the International Society of Appraisers (ISA). Jewelry appraisers must be 

gemologically qualified by organizations, such as The Gemological Institute of America (GIA)  the 

Gemmological Association of Great Britain (Gem-A) or the International Gemological Institute 

(IGI). These credentials signify a commitment to ongoing education, ethical standards, and 

professional excellence. 

Jewelry appraisals have broad applications: 

 Insurance: Accurate appraisals ensure appropriate coverage for loss, theft, or damage. 

 Resale: They help determine fair market value, facilitating equitable transactions. 

 Estate Planning: Appraisals establish value for tax purposes and aid in the equitable 

distribution of assets. 

 Legal and Tax Matters: Appraisals are required for IRS (Internal Revenue Service) 

reporting, including charitable donations, estate settlements, and gift tax assessments. 
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Qualified appraisers provide comprehensive documentation detailing their qualifications and the 

specific characteristics of the jewelry. This meticulous approach ensures compliance with IRS 

standards and reinforces the appraisal's credibility. Jewelry appraisals are indispensable tools that 

serve both personal and legal needs. 

 

 

mailto:napoli2025@rivistaitalianadigemmologia.com

